
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COLUMBIA DIVISION 

Huzu, LLC, ) 
) 

Plaintiff, ) 
) 

v. ) Civil Action No. 
) 

Nine Line Apparel, Inc., ) JURY TRIAL 
) 

Defendant. ) 
) 

COMPLAINT

PARTIES

1. Plaintiff Huzu, LLC (“Huzu”) is a limited liability company of the State

of South Carolina having an address in South Carolina. 

2. Defendant Nine Line Apparel, Inc. (“Nine Line”) is, upon information

and belief, a corporation of the State of Georgia which maintains its principal place of business 

at 1732 E President St, Savannah, GA 31404. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

3. This is a suit for infringement by Defendant of United States Patent No.

9,445,637 and involves garments made, sold, offered for sale and/or imported by Defendant. 

This action arises under the Act of Congress relating to Patents, 35 U.S.C. §§1 et seq.

4. Subject matter jurisdiction is conferred upon this Court by 28 U.S.C.

§§1331 and 1338 and 35 U.S.C. §281. 

5. The Court has personal jurisdiction over the Defendant because

3:17-cv-01102-CMC

Case 4:17-cv-00164-WTM-GRS   Document 1   Filed 04/27/17   Page 1 of 9



2

Defendant has purposefully availed itself of the privileges of conducting business in the State of 

South Carolina, and thus has enjoyed the privileges and protections of South Carolina law.  

Upon information and belief, Defendant has committed acts of infringement of U.S. Patent No. 

9,445,637 (“the ‘637 Patent”) in the State of South Carolina, in particular by selling and/or 

offering for sale the Accused Product in the State of South Carolina.  Defendant maintains a 

fully interactive website having a “Shopping Cart” feature by which Accused Product may be 

purchased.  Personal jurisdiction is thus invoked under the provisions of South Carolina Code 

§§36-2-802, 36-2-803 and 36-2-805. 

6. Venue is proper under the provisions of 28 U.S.C. §§1391 and 1400. 

7. Upon information and belief, Defendant makes, has made, sells, offers 

for sale and/or imports infringing garments in the United States (including sales in South 

Carolina).  At least some of the infringing garments are sold under the name “Tailgater 

Hoodie” as shown on Defendant’s website. 

COUNT 

PATENT INFRINGEMENT

8. The allegations of paragraphs 1-7 are incorporated by reference as if 

fully set forth herein. 

9. The ‘637 Patent, entitled “Apparel with Pocket,” was issued on 

September 20, 2016.  A true and correct copy of the ‘637 Patent is attached hereto as Exhibit 

A.  In general, the ‘637 Patent relates to an article of apparel having a front panel, a pouch, 

and a pocket in a certain arrangement.  The pocket may be adapted to receive a beverage 

container. 
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10. Bradley T. Buczkowski, Andrew J. Lehman, and William O. Lollis are 

the named inventors of the invention claimed in the ‘637 Patent.  Huzu owns the ‘637 Patent 

by assignment. 

11. Defendant’s product sold under the name “Tailgater Hoodie” (and its 

variant “Tailgater Stout Hoodie”) is a “hoodie” style sweatshirt that has a pouch on the front 

in which the wearer’s hands may be inserted.  In addition, a pocket is disposed within the 

interior of the pouch for containing a beverage.  The “Tailgater Hoodie” and “Tailgater Stout 

Hoodie,” individually and collectively referred to herein as “the Accused Product,” are shown 

in the page of Defendant’s website attached hereto as Exhibit B.  In addition, photographs of 

an Accused Product are attached hereto as Exhibit C and Exhibit D.  

12. The Accused Product is covered by at least independent claims 1 and 21 

of the ‘637 patent.  Huzu may later assert that the limitations of additional claims are also met 

and that other products also infringe, and Huzu reserves the right to assert such additional 

claims as well as infringement by additional products.  

13. In this regard, independent claim 1 of the ‘637 Patent recites an article of 

apparel having a vertical longitudinal axis that bisects the article of apparel into a left half 

portion and a right half portion.  As shown by axis “A” in Exhibit C, the Accused Product has 

a vertical longitudinal axis that bisects the article of apparel into a left half portion and a right 

half portion. 

14. Claim 1 further recites a front panel.  As shown in Exhibit C, the 

Accused Product has a front panel “F.” 

15. Claim 1 further recites a pouch defined by a pouch panel attached to an 
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exterior surface of the front panel, an interior surface of the pouch panel and the exterior 

surface of the front panel defining an interior area of the pouch.  As shown in Exhibit C, the 

Accused Product has a pouch “PH” as claimed.  An interior area of the pouch is defined by an 

interior surface of the pouch panel and the exterior surface of the front panel.   

16. Claim 1 further recites that the pouch is closed along a bottom of the 

pouch and defines a first lateral opening and a second lateral opening opposite the first lateral 

opening so that the interior area of the pouch is accessible through both the first lateral opening 

and the second lateral opening to allow insertion of a wearer's hands, wherein the first lateral 

opening is located entirely within the left half portion and the second lateral opening is located 

entirely within the right half portion.  As shown in Exhibit C, the Accused Product has a left 

lateral opening “LO” and a right lateral opening “RO” located entirely within the left half 

portion and the right half portion, respectively.  The wearer’s hands may be inserted into the 

lateral openings LO and RO to access the interior area of the pouch.  As indicated at “B,” the 

pouch in the Accused Product is closed along a bottom of the pouch. 

17. Claim 1 further recites a pocket comprising an upper first end, a lower 

closed end opposite the first end, and a body joining the first end and the closed end, the 

pocket adjacent to the front panel and disposed within the interior area of the pouch, wherein a 

first side of the first end of the pocket is attached to the front panel and a second side of the 

first end of the pocket is attached to the pouch panel proximate to an uppermost edge of the 

pouch panel, and wherein the first and second sides of the first end of the pocket are 

removably attached to one another, and wherein the body of the pocket is accessible from both 

the first and second lateral openings.  The Accused Product as a pocket PT having an openable 
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upper first end with first and second sides attached to the front panel and pouch panel, 

respectively, and a closed end joined to the first end by a body.  The body of the pocket is 

accessible from both the first and second lateral openings.  

18. Accordingly, the Accused Product is covered by at least independent 

claim 1 and therefore infringes the ‘637 Patent.   

19. Independent claim 21 of the ‘637 Patent recites an article of apparel 

having a vertical longitudinal axis that bisects the article of apparel into a left half portion and 

a right half portion.  As shown by axis “A” in Exhibit C, the Accused Product has a vertical 

longitudinal axis that bisects the article of apparel into a left half portion and a right half 

portion. 

20. Claim 21 further recites a front panel.  As shown in Exhibit C, the 

Accused Product has a front panel “F.” 

21. Claim 21 further recites a pouch defined by a pouch panel attached to an 

exterior surface of the front panel, wherein the pouch is closed along a bottom of the pouch 

and defines a first lateral opening and a second lateral opening opposite the first lateral opening 

so that an interior area of the pouch is accessible through both the first lateral opening and the 

second lateral opening to allow insertion of a wearer's hands, wherein the first lateral opening 

is located entirely within the left half portion and the second lateral opening is located entirely 

within the right half portion.  As shown in Exhibit C, the Accused Product has a pouch “PH” 

defined by a pouch panel attached to the front panel.  As indicated at “B,” the pouch in the 

Accused Product is closed along a bottom of the pouch.  The Accused Product has a left lateral 

opening “LO” and a right lateral opening “RO” lateral entirely within the left half portion and 
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the right half portion, respectively.  The wearer’s hands may be inserted into the lateral 

openings LO and RO to access an interior area of the pouch. 

22. Claim 21 further recites a pocket comprising an upper first end, a lower 

second end opposite the first end, and a body joining the first and second ends.  The Accused 

Product has a pocket PT having an upper first end and a lower second end opposite the first 

end.  This can also be seen in the photograph of Exhibit D in which the upper first end of the 

pocket PT of the Accused Product is slightly open to show additional detail. 

23. Claim 21 further recites means for selectively opening and closing the 

first end of the pocket, wherein the pocket is disposed between the pouch panel and the front 

panel and wherein the first end of the pocket is attached to the pouch panel and the front panel.  

The pocket PT of the Accused Product has hook and loop fastener for selectively opening and 

closing the first end of the pocket and the pocket is disposed between the pouch panel and the 

front panel.  In the Accused Product, the first end of the pocket is attached to the pouch panel 

and the front panel. 

24. Claim 21 further recites that the body of the pocket is accessible from 

both the first and second lateral openings.  In the Accused Product, the wearer may access the 

body of the pocket from both the first and second lateral openings. 

25. Accordingly, the Accused Product is covered by at least independent 

claim 21 and therefore infringes the ‘637 Patent. 

26. Defendant has for a time past and continues to directly infringe the ‘637 

Patent by making, using, selling, offering for sale, and/or importing Accused Product 

embodying the patented invention. 
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27. Defendant has knowledge of the ‘637 Patent.  On September 20, 2016, 

Huzu, through its counsel, sent a letter advising Defendant that the Accused Product is a clear 

violation of the ‘637 Patent.  A copy of this letter is attached hereto as Exhibit E.  Defendant 

has continued to infringe the ‘637 Patent in blatant disregard of Huzu’s patent rights. 

28. Despite Defendant’s knowledge of the ‘637 Patent and that its actions 

constitute infringement of the ‘637 Patent, Defendant has continued and, upon and belief, 

intends to continue its infringing activities.  For example, Defendant continues to advertise and 

promote the Accused Product on its website.  

29. Defendant’s customers and end users of the Accused Product are also 

direct infringers of the ‘637 Patent.  Thus, Huzu has also been damaged as a result of direct 

infringement by others due to Defendant inducing infringement of the ‘637 Patent. 

30. Regarding inducing infringement, Defendant has knowledge of the ‘637 

Patent as set forth above.  By selling the Accused Product with the intent that the Accused 

Product be resold or used, Defendant is inducing the infringement of the ‘637 Patent by at 

least, but not limited to, its customers and end users of the Accused Product. 

31. Upon information and belief, the aforementioned actions of infringement 

of the ‘637 Patent have been and are being willfully and deliberately committed by Defendant.

32. Defendant’s acts of infringement have caused and will continue to cause 

substantial and irreparable harm to Huzu for which there is no adequate remedy at law, unless 

enjoined by this Court.

33. As a result of the infringement of the ‘637 Patent by Defendant, Huzu 

has been damaged.  Huzu is therefore entitled to such damages pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §284 in 

Case 4:17-cv-00164-WTM-GRS   Document 1   Filed 04/27/17   Page 7 of 9



8

an amount that presently cannot be pleaded but that will be determined at trial.

Prayer For Relief 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for entry of judgment: 

a) Holding that Defendant Nine Line has infringed and induced the 

infringement of U.S. Patent No. 9,445,637; 

b) Preliminarily and permanently enjoining Defendant Nine Line, its 

officers, agents, employees, representatives, and all others acting in concert therewith, from 

further infringing or inducing the infringement of U.S. Patent No. 9,445,637;  

c) Awarding Plaintiff damages pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §284, and increasing 

the award three (3) times by reason of the willful and deliberate nature of such infringement, 

together with interest and costs; 

d) Finding, under 35 U.S.C. §285, that this is an exceptional case and 

awarding Plaintiff its reasonable attorneys' fees incurred in prosecuting this action; and 

e) Affording such further and other relief as this Court may deem just and 

proper. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

s/ Craig N. Killen  
James K. Lehman 
I.D. No. 5378 
Craig N. Killen 
I.D. No. 6291 
NELSON, MULLINS, RILEY & 
SCARBOROUGH, L.L.P. 
Post Office Box 11070 
Columbia, South Carolina  29211-1070 
(803) 799-2000 

Attorneys for Plaintiff 

Dated: April 27, 2017 

PLAINTIFF REQUESTS A JURY TRIAL 
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